
SurvivorShip ArtS progrAm provideS 
A vAluAble CreAtive outlet for
CAnCer pAtientS And fAmilieS

In 2011, Patricia Waddle was preparing to start the next chapter in 
her life. She had just retired from her position as a school counselor 
in southern Indiana, and was dreaming of new adventures. That all 
changed as she listened to her doctor tell her she had cancer.  
She knew her plans would have to wait as she and her husband 
embarked on a decidedly non-dreamy adventure to save her life.

What Pat Waddle didn’t realize was that — in the midst of all of the 
life changes caused by her cancer — art would become 

the new constant in her life, and that God was leading her to St.Vincent for a reason.  
“I had decided to join a support group,” said Pat, “and one of the ladies 

there suggested I come to the Art Studio to try it out.” 

Pat didn’t consider herself artistic, and that made her apprehensive. Her first project 
was to decorate a box, the outside to reflect how others saw her, the inside to reflect 
how she saw herself. “That was a real eye-opener for me,” said Pat. “I wasn’t in a 
very good place emotionally and physically, and I had worked hard to make sure no 

one knew how I was feeling.” It was a life-changing experience for her, and it opened 
up a new world of expression. Even though her treatments made regular attendance  

difficult, it gave her something positive and fun to look forward to every week. “For me, 
the Art Studio is relaxing and freeing,” said Pat. “When I complete a piece of art, I have 

such a sense of accomplishment and pride for this lasting thing of beauty that I have created.” 
The Survivorship Art Program has made all the difference in Pat’s cancer experience. “It’s hard to put into 

words just how much this time has meant to me,” said Pat. “I know I wouldn’t be doing so well with 
my treatment if I hadn’t discovered the Art Studio.”
Programs at the Art Studio are free for past 
and present St.Vincent cancer patients and 
their families. The studio, located in the 
St.Vincent Breast Center facility at 8550 Naab 
Road in Suite 201, is open for tours every 
Monday at 10 a.m. Please consider stopping 
in for a visit to see just how much of a  
difference this truly special program makes. 

St.Vincent Cancer Walk is proud to help 
support the St.Vincent Survivorship Art 
Program and all of the efforts to provide 
patients with the most effective, the most 
personal and the most holistic care available 
in Indiana. 

To learn more about how you can get 
involved in the St.Vincent Cancer Walk visit 
www.StVincentCancerWalk.org. 


